Universal vs Brand-Name: Honest Comparison

Both sides, fairly stated.

Universal 10" x 2.5"

» Fit any standard housing; any supplier
« Typically $30-60/year
+ No lock-in - switch suppliers anytime

Brand-name proprietary

« Fitonly that brand's system
« Typically $80-150+/year
« Convenient auto-ship; total lock-in

How to decide

Filter MEDIA quality beats logos. A certified universal carbon block outperforms an uncertified brand-name one. Judge the
media + certification (NSF/42, NSF/58), not the box. If you never want to think about filters — auto-ship, one app, zero decisions
— the brand premium is rational. Convenience has value.
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