RO Membrane Swap Checklist

15 minutes, no plumber.

When
Only after pre-filters are fresh AND rejection is still low. Typically every 2-3 years.

Steps

. Shut off feed valve, open RO faucet to depressurize

. Disconnect housing (push collet ring in, pull tube out); note tube positions
. Unscrew cap, pull old membrane by its STEM - never touch the surface

. New membrane: handle by ends only, brine seal toward feed end

. Reconnect tubes to same ports

. Flush: discard first tank (or ~30 min tankless flow)

. Check for drips, take a new TDS baseline
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The rookie mistake

Touching the membrane surface. Skin oils foul the 0.0001-micron pores permanently. Ends only, or clean gloves.
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