
Choosing an RO System: 4-Point Checklist
Print this before you shop.

1. Filter size
•  Standard 10" x 2.5" cartridges = buy refills from ANY supplier
•  Proprietary cartridges = locked to one seller at their price
•  Ask: 'Can I buy replacement filters from someone other than you?'

2. GPD sizing
•  1-2 people: 400-600 GPD
•  3-5 people: 600-800 GPD
•  Bigger is NOT better on low water pressure

3. Certs + five-year cost
•  NSF/58 = certified RO system performance
•  NSF/42 = chlorine / taste / odor claims tested
•  Machine + (yearly filters x 5) = the real price
•  Universal: typically $30-60/yr; proprietary: $100+/yr
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